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The Sunday Trojan

Glen Eira Kestrels v Glen Waverley Trojans 
Match Report Posted by our Reporter at Duncan McKinnon Reserve, Glen Eira.

4th May  2008

Round II 
The Trojans started their first trip on the road on a beautiful May Sunday morning at Duncan McKinnon Reserve. Buoyed by their demolition of Mooroolbark the week before, was today was going to be the case of after the Lord Mayor’s show? The question the Trojans had to answer was could they lift their game to defeat a difficult opposition?
The Trojans struggled to start with the Glen Eira Kestrels in the ascendancy for the majority of the first half. And if not for the sheer brilliance of a player that his team mates have nicknamed “The Legend”, that is Nathan Marney; I will repeat that again NATHAN MARNEY, the Trojans would have surely lost. The legendary Chelsea goalkeeper Peter Bonetti was nicknamed the cat, so on this performance Nathan must be a Sabre Tooth Tiger, showing the agility of a cat and a ferocious appetite for the ball. This came into the fore on several occasions but one in particular was spectacular. The Kestrels had broken through the Trojans defence and the only person between them and three points was Nathan. He dived to his right and parried the ball, which rebounded to the feet of a Kestrel attacker who slammed the ball aiming for the bottom left hand corner, Nathan rose and was onto it again, parrying the ball which landed to the feet of the first attacker, yet before he could shoot, Nathan bravely pounced on the ball at his feet. The Kestrels didn’t know it at the time, but this was going to be their last real opportunity to score and win the game. 
It would be unjust to continue without mentioning the brilliance of the Trojan defence. Steven (Lees) who impresses at every outing and is making a name as a no-nonsense player. Eric (Arief) who must be the busiest player on the field, so much so I am convinced there are two of them on the field. Eric who is a midfielder by choice, slotted in comfortably at right back; like a true professional, due to the last minute withdrawal of Nil (Banerjee) with chickenpox. Captain Jack (Boxall) led from the front showing true class and impressed with his leadership, holding his defence together during the wave and wave of Kestrel assaults. However, the best outfield player on the day was Ariel (Pigot), whose true class and natural footballing ability shone like a star on the day. 
For the beginning of the second half, the Trojan Coach Stelios, introduced James (O’Connor) a combative midfielder and Armon (Aristidou). The tactic was to counter the deep defence ploy employed by the Kestrels; who were successfully shepherding the Trojan wingers into touch. He re-introduced Liam (Oldfield) who provided balance to the midfield and the Trojan juggernaut began to role again. The traffic was one-way, with the Kestrel’s goalkeeper exploits being the highlight of the second-half. An interception by James, the ball fell to Armon who fed the ball through the centre behind the defenders to William (Saloumi) who raced towards the goal with only the keeper to beat; the Kestrels were helpless and looked as sick as parrots. William hammered the ball beautifully with his wrong foot, but the Kestrels goalkeeper dived acrobatically to his right just stopping it. From the ensuing kick-out, the ball was played out into touch and the referee blew his whistle; the game all over and a fair result on the day. 
If the Trojans are going to have a choice of championship glory this season, their forwards must learn to counter the deep defensive strategy successfully employed by the Kestrels. 
Full Time

Trojans 
0 : 0 

Mooroolbark

Coach’s Player Award
Nathan Marney
Team Manager’s Award

Ariel Pigot
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